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Lea, 28, is at odds with her environment: she hates her 
job as a saleswoman, rejects her boyfriend’s love and has trou-
ble coping with her family. She maintains relationships by 
constantly filming the people that surround her, especially Su-
zanne, her mentally ill mother. Lea admires her mother’s exu-
berance and refuses to fully grasp the problems caused by her 
illness. Therefore, she never accepted her father and aunt’s 
decision to have her committed and, above everything else 
she doesn’t understand her mother’s resignation. Lea is con-
flicted, stuck in between admiration and rejection, denial of 
her mother’s illness and fear of becoming like her. 

SYNOPSIS

During a weekend when Suzanne is allowed out of the 
clinic to see her husband, Lea, against everyone’s advice, takes 
her to the old family house in the countryside. But when the 
time to drive her back to the clinic comes, Lea decides to take 
her away.

On the road and far away from family pressure, mother 
and daughter discover an intense feeling of freedom and at-
tempt, for the first time, to understand one another and con-
front together the reality of an illness. Suzanne, who usually 
has to control all her impulses, can finally act freely and show 
her true self. The shock is violent for her daughter who can’t 
live in denial anymore and must now accept her mother as she 
really is.



The representation of a feminine space linked to par-
entage, the use of video diary, the secret, the themes of dif-
ferences and illness, the question of its transmission and 
evolution, but also the depiction of a way to capture memo-
ries; those are the themes that have always transpired through 
my artistic work. Writing AVANTI allowed me to explore them 
in a different light.

statement
Director’s

	                     speaks of difference, of mental illness and its 
interpretation. The film questions a shift of attitude and the 
capacity of a family to accept it. Suzanne is at times funny 
and moving. Her mischievousness contrasts sharply with the 
harshness of the situation. Lea will have to surpass her revolt in 
order to truly understand her and to find herself in the process.

Through scenes where Lea is filming her mother and su-
per8 footage from the past showing family souvenirs, the au-
dience enters within a family’s memory, discovers characters 
and sees the complexity of relationships and emotions. By in-
terweaving different types of footage throughout the film, I 
wanted to see different layers of reality and temporality in-
teract in order to recreate the idea of core memory but also 
different lines of perception for the characters and their com-
mon history.

This film is dear to me because it represents the space 
where my researches as an artist met my work as a film director.

AVANTI
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